Shalom! This is a question the sages have
debated for generations, and there are
several traditions about Job’s lineage - all of
which connect him to the family of Noah, but
through different paths. Let’s explore the
main teachings:

The Two Primary Traditions About Job’s
Ancestry

1. Job is a Descendant of Shem??

This is the most widely accepted tradition in
Jewish thought:

- The sages teach that Job was a descendant
of Arpachshad, the son of Shem (Noah’s
oldest son - Genesis 11:10). This places him in
the line that would eventually lead to
Abraham.

- Some midrashim trace his lineage
specifically to Uz (son of Aram, who was a son



of Shem - Genesis 22:21) - which is why he
lived in the land of Uz.

- This connects Job to the "spiritual line" of
humanity, which would later give rise to the
covenant with Abraham. The sages say this is
why Job had such a deep understanding of
God, even though he lived before the Torah
was given.

2. Job is a Descendant of Ishmael??

A smaller but significant tradition holds that
Job was a descendant of Ishmael, Abraham’s
son by Hagar:

- This would make him part of Abraham’s
family, but from the line that settled in the
Arabian Peninsula (consistent with the
location of the land of Uz).

- Some sages point to Job’s wealth in livestock
and his status as a leader of shepherds - traits
associated with Ishmael’s descendants.



- This tradition emphasizes that righteousness
is found not just in the line of Isaac, but in all
branches of Abraham’s family.

3. A Third Tradition: Job Lived Before the
Flood

Some midrashim suggest Job was a
contemporary of Noah, or even lived before
the Flood - making him a descendant of Cain
or Seth (both sons of Adam, and thus
ancestors of all humanity).

- This tradition explains why Job’s story feels
timeless, and why he had no connection to
the patriarchal line - he lived in an earlier era
when humanity was still learning to relate to
God.

- The Talmud (Bava Batra 15b) mentions this
possibility, noting that some say Job "was
among the people of the Flood, and was
saved because of his righteousness."



What All Traditions Agree On

Regardless of the exact lineage, all rabbinic
teachings agree on two key points:

1. Job was not part of the line of Jacob/Israel -
he was a "righteous gentile"” who found God
without being part of the covenant people.

2. He was connected to the family of Noah -
meaning he descended from the line that
preserved humanity after the Flood, and
carried forward the knowledge of God from
that time.

The Spiritual Meaning of Job’s Lineage

The sages teach that the debate about Job’s
ancestry is not about history alone - it carries
deep spiritual meaning:

- If he is from Shem’s line: It shows that the
desire for God is written into the very fabric
of humanity’s spiritual heritage.



- If he is from Ishmael’s line: It reminds us
that God’s promise to bless all nations
through Abraham extends to all his
descendants.

- If he is from before the Flood: It teaches
that righteousness has been a call for
humanity from the earliest times.

In short, Job’s lineage matters not because of
bloodline, but because it shows that God’s
love and call to holiness are universal -
available to all people, in all times, from all
backgrounds.

A Final Thought

The Torah doesn’t give us a clear genealogy
for Job because his story is not about where
he came from, but about who he was - a
person who remained faithful to God even
when life tested him beyond measure. As the
prophet Ezekiel (14:14) says: "Even if these



three men - Noah, Daniel, and Job - were in it,
they would deliver only themselves by their
righteousness, declares the Lord God."

This reminds us that while our heritage
shapes us, our choices define us - and
righteousness is available to everyone,
regardless of their ancestry.



